
 

West Allegheny School District 
8th Grade Summer Academic Pre-work 

Promoting Literacy  
Summer of 2019 

 

 

“The	more	that	you	read,	the	more	things	you	will	know.		
The	more	that	you	learn,	the	more	places	you’ll	go!”	Dr.	Seuss	

 

Today a Reader,  
Tomorrow a Leader 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Entering 8th Students,  
 
Summer is a wonderful time for families to participate in the education of their children. During the summer months, 
many students experience a summer regression of basic reading and math skills. While this is concerning, there is an 
easy way to minimize the regression, by participating in the Summer Academic Pre-work Program! Similar to our golf 
swings or level of fitness, academic skills regress when not practiced. Research suggests that the average learning 
regression during the summer months for students in reading equates to two months of instruction (Entwisle, 
Alexander, & Olson 2001; Cooper, H., Nye, B, et al, 1996). The Summer Academic Pre-work Learning Program is 
designed to help your child maintain and possibly increase their academic skills through practice of important skills. 
Recommendations for the Summer Academic Pre-work Program were made through the collaboration of a committee 
of teachers, superintendent’s parent advisory committee, and administrators. Please engage your child in the outlined 
academic activities. When your child returns to school in the fall, please send the completed ELA Summer Academic 
Pre-work with your child so he/she can receive our congratulations and a reward for completing the program in 
addition to earning points toward his/her first quarter ELA grade. Thank you for participating in the Summer 
Academic Pre-work Learning Program. 
 
WAMS ELA Summer Academic Pre-work has undergone a few minor revisions that we think will allow students more 
opportunities to experience growth and success! The modifications that were made to the program are as follows:  

 An incentive was added for turning in ELA assignments on the first day of school. 
o All students who turn in their completed ELA Summer Academic Pre-Work on the 1st day of school 

will earn a 5-Point ELA Cash Card that can be applied as bonus points in their ELA class.  
 Full credit (without the incentive) will be earned for turning in ELA assignments during the first week.  
 School staff will be available to contact for assistance throughout the summer.  
 An added option to submit ELA assignments electronically through Google Classroom.  
 Books will be provided for students who receive Free or Reduced Lunch. 

   
If you have a question regarding academic content or need support with the Summer Academic Pre-work Program, 
please contact Mrs. Troup for ELA assistance at ktroup@westasd.org  or Mrs. Bunyak for special education support at 
mbunyak@westasd.org . 

 
Students who need assistance obtaining materials may contact Ms. Huchko at mhuchko@westasd.org or  
724-695-5226. 
 

Mrs. Troup and Mrs. Bunyak will be at the middle school on Friday, August 2nd from 9 A.M. – 12 P.M. and 
Tuesday, August 6th from 11 A.M. – 2 P.M. for additional clarification and support, if needed. 
 

Thank you,  

Dr. Hernandez and Ms.Huchko 
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8th Grade Summer ELA Pre-work 

 
Please read the assigned materials to allow for meaningful class involvement at the beginning of the year. 

 

Required Book Required Nonfiction Articles 
Anchor Text: 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie 

by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 “Girl Saved by Groundbreaking Cancer 

Treatment Lobbies for More Funding” 
 “Women Leaders: Malala Yousafzai” 

 “The Marathon of Hope” 

 
Tasks: 

 
#1: Read the anchor text, Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie, and complete the note-taker to 

summarize each section of the book and find evidence that reveals the topic of 
perseverance. 

 
#2: Read the three nonfiction articles, and complete the note-takers to summarize each 

article and identify at least three pieces of evidence that connect to the topic of 
perseverance. 

 
**Note: Students who enroll with the district on or after Monday, August 12th will be exempt from Task #1 and will only 

need to complete Task #2. 
 

Additional Information: 
 

 Students may upload their completed work to the Summer Academic Pre-Work 8 Google Classroom 
(directions on page 2). All students must bring the annotated articles and completed charts to class. 

 
 Completion of the two tasks will be worth a total of 15 points toward each student’s first quarter ELA 

grade. Students will earn full credit plus a 5-point ELA Cash Card (bonus points that may be applied to 
any assignment) for turning in their completed charts on the first day of school (Wednesday, August 21st). 
Full credit will still be earned on the second and third day without the bonus. Students will lose five 
points for turning their assignments in on Monday, August 26, the last day to submit the work. 
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Accessing Google Classroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.    Navigate to Google.com and click on “Sign in.” 

2.    Your Google account is already setup. Use your school email and 

password, e.g.  jdoe26@westasd.org & 6547893210. 

3.    Once logged in, click on the Google apps icon (nine squares). 

4.    Click on the Google Classroom icon. 
 

 
5.  If it’s the first time that you’re logging on, you’ll need to join a new class. 

Look for an invitation for “Summer Academic Pre‐Work” or click on the + icon 

in the upper‐right corner then select “Join Class.” Enter class code: hbqxba. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6.  Click on the “Classwork” tab to find your assignment.
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Task #1: As you read Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie, use the following note-taker to summarize 
each section of the book and find evidence that reveals the topic of perseverance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-3 
 
 

Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 
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Chapters 4-6 
 
 

Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 

  

 
Chapters 7-9 
 

Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 
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Chapters 10-12 

 
 

Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 

  

 
Chapters 13-15 

 
Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 
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Chapters 16-18 

 
 

Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 

  

 

Chapters 19-21 

 

Summary 

Evidence (Find one piece of evidence) How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 
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Task #2: As you read the nonfiction articles, annotate using the following note-taker. Write a 
summary of each article and include at least  3 pieces of evidence with explanations. 

 
 

Article 1: “Girl Saved by Groundbreaking Cancer Treatment Lobbies for More Funding” 
Citation: Centre Daily Times. “Girl Saved by Groundbreaking Cancer Treatment Lobbies for More Funding.” Centre 
Daily Times 
via NewsELA. Edited by NewsELA staff, version 1180, 2 July 2013, https://newsela.com/read/patients-lobby/id/420 

 
 

Summary 

Evidence How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 

  

  

  



 

 
 
 

Girl Saved by Groundbreaking Cancer Treatment Lobbies for More Funding 
 
By Centre Daily Times, adapted by the NewsELA staff 

 
With a bright purple stuffed animal in tow, Emily Whitehead and her parents, Tom and Kari, of 
Philipsburg, Pa., walked the hallways of the U.S. Capitol, urging legislators to support the research 
that saved Emily’s life. 

 
The Whiteheads traveled to Washington, D.C., as part of the annual Family Advocacy Day. 
The event was sponsored by the National Association of Children’s Hospitals. 

 
Many hospitals from around the country brought patients and their families to the event. Peter 
Grollman, who works at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), said that it is a day 
meant to “connect the work we’re doing in the hospitals and the funding the government gives.” 

 
One government Institute that Grollman would like legislators to pay attention to is the 
National Institute of Health. It's the largest source of funding for medical research in the world. 
Made up of 27 Institutes and Centers, the NIH is the nation's medical research agency. The 
Institute's mission is to make important discoveries that improve health and save lives. 

 
But spending reductions due to the sequester mean that the agency is facing budget cuts, which 
puts children's hospitals, like CHOP, that rely on government money, in jeopardy. 

 
First Child To Undergo Experimental Treatment 

Emily's treatment at CHOP is a prime example of the good that NIH money can do. 
 

In the spring of 2012, Emily was close to death. She was suffering from acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia, or ALL, the most common form of pediatric cancer. 

 
Desperate to save their only child, Kari and Tom decided to enroll Emily in an experimental 
treatment at CHOP. The treatment involved collecting and removing millions of Emily's Tcells 
-- a type of white blood cell that is a vital part of a human's immune system. Those Tcells were 
then genetically engineered by researchers at CHOP and the University of Pennsylvania to 
recognize and attack the cancer cells in her body. Emily's T-cells were infected with a disabled 
form of HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. 

 
"The virus has been engineered so it can't cause disease anymore," Dr. Carl June of the University 
of Pennsylvania said in the short film Fire With Fire. "But it still retains the ability to reprogram 
the immune system so that it will now attack cancer cells." 

 
Emily became the first child to undergo the procedure. She recently celebrated one year of being 
cancer-free. 

 
“If those opportunities don’t exist to find therapies that save lives, we really find ourselves at a 
disadvantage," Grollman said. 

 
Asking Funding Be Restored 

The Whitehead family traveled to D.C. to advocate for restored NIH funding. During their 
visit, they met with members of Pennsylvania’s delegation like Representatives Glenn 



 

 
 
 

Thompson and Joe Pitts as well as Senators Pat Toomey and Bob Casey. (The family also 
managed to squeeze in a few games of tag with government staffers.) 

 
According to the National Association of Children’s Hospitals, 45 percent of pediatricians, half 
of pediatric specialists and the majority of pediatric researchers train at children's hospitals. 

 
Less funding from the NIH and other government organization means less support for these 
doctors, specialists and researchers. And according to Grollman, there is a shortage of specialists 
in children's hospitals across the country. 

 
President Barack Obama’s budget proposal this year accounts for only a third of the past funding. 
The sequestration, according to the NIH official website, will require the Institute to cut 5 percent 
or $1.5 billion of its 2013 budget. 

 
“The bottom line is that when you cut two-thirds of that funding, you’re essentially gutting the 
program,” Grollman said. 

 
Act To Restore Program Funding 

Casey and Pitts are co-sponsoring the Children’s Hospital GME Support Reauthorization 
Act of 2013. The Act, according to Grollman, aims to restore program funding. The 

decision is up to the Senate's appropriations committee, Grollman added. 

Restoring NIH funding is “very high" on Thompson's list of priorities. He says there are two 
sides to the issue: the innovation developed through medical research and a qualified 
workforce. 

 
“The big crisis in health care really is having available and qualified trained health care 
professionals out there,” Thompson said. 

 
Thompson said he received two autographed “children’s champions” cards from Emily that 
included her picture and information about her treatment and personality. 

 
One is on his desk. He took the other to the House floor to share with Rep. Jack Kingston, the 
chairman of a subcommittee which oversees health funding. 

 
Tom Whitehead said that all the legislators were supportive of what the family had to say. He 
added that many of the legislators have been following Emily’s progress, and that (Senator) 
Casey shared his own experiences. 

 
“(Casey) was really impressed with Emily’s story, and he talked to us about the transplants his 
dad went through,” Tom Whitehead said. “He’s a really big advocate of (NIH) funding." 

 
“We had a good day,” Tom added. His family offered to return to Washington if the 
congressmen needed an example of the importance of NIH funding. 
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Article 2: “Women Leaders: Malala Yousafzai” 
Citation: Biography.com editors and A&E Networks. “Women Leaders: Malala Yousafzai.” Biography.com via 
NewsELA. Edited 
by NewsELA staff, version 970, 5 August 2016, https://newsela.com/read/bio-women-leaders-malala-
yousafzai/id/19502 

 
 

Summary 

Evidence How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 

  

  

  



 

 
 
 

Women Leaders: Malala Yousafzai 
 

By Biography.com Editors and A+E Networks, adapted by the NewsELA staff 
 

Synopsis: Malala Yousafzai was born on July 12, 1997, in Mingora, Pakistan. As a child, 
she fought for girls' education, which resulted in the Taliban issuing a death threat against her. 
On October 9, 2012, a gunman shot Malala when she was riding a bus home from school. She 
survived. She continued to speak out on the importance of education for girls. She was nominated 
for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2013. She didn't win. In 2014, she was nominated again and won. At age 
17, she became the youngest person ever to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 
A Girl In Pakistan's Swat Valley 

On July 12, 1997, Malala Yousafzai was born in Mingora, Pakistan, in the country's Swat Valley. 
For the first several years of her life, her hometown remained a popular tourist spot known for 
its summer festivals. That changed in 2007 when the Taliban invaded the area and took control. 
She was only 10 years old at the time. The Taliban is a violent extremist group fighting to 
control Pakistan and its neighboring country, Afghanistan. 

 
Speaking Out For Girls Early On 

Yousafzai attended a school founded by her father. After the Taliban began attacking girls' 
schools in Swat, she gave a speech in Peshawar, Pakistan, in September 2008. The title of her talk 
was: "How Dare the Taliban Take Away My Basic Right to Education?" 

 
In early 2009, Yousafzai began writing for the BBC, a British news organization, about the 
Taliban's opposition to education for girls and women. To protect herself, she used the fake name 
Gul Makai. By December of that year, though, she was identified as the BBC 
blogger. 

 
Yousafzai became popular because of her activism. She was nominated for the International 
Children's Peace Prize in 2011. That same year, she was awarded Pakistan's National Youth 
Peace Prize. 

 
Targeted By The Taliban 

When she was 14, Yousafzai and her family learned that the Taliban had issued a death threat 
against her. Though she was frightened for the safety of her father — an anti-Taliban activist — 
she and her family initially believed that the Taliban would not actually harm a child. 

 
On October 9, 2012, a man boarded the bus that Yousafzai was riding on her way home from school 
and demanded to know which girl was Malala Yousafzai. When her friends looked toward 
Yousafzai, her identity was given away. The gunman fired at her, hitting the left side of her head. 
The bullet traveled down her neck. Two other girls were also injured in the attack. 

 
The shooting left Yousafzai in critical condition so she was flown to a military hospital in 
Peshawar, a city in Pakistan. Part of her skull was removed to help treat the swelling of her brain 
and help her heal. To get more care, she was transferred to Birmingham, England. 



 

 
 
 

After The Attack 
In England, Yousafzai was taken out of a medically induced coma, which occurs when doctors 
give a patient medication that puts them into a long deep sleep. Her face was paralyzed, which 
means it could not move. She had to undergo many operations, but she had suffered no major 
brain damage. In March 2013, she was able to begin attending school in Birmingham. 

 
The shooting resulted in a huge outpouring of support for Yousafzai from around the world. On her 
16th birthday in 2013, she gave a speech at the United Nations (U.N.). The U.N. is 
a global organization that promotes countries' cooperation. She also wrote a book about 
her experiences with the Taliban. The book was published in October 2013. 

 
Death Threats And The Nobel Peace Prize 

The Taliban still wants to kill Yousafzai. Despite the Taliban's threats, she continues to fight for 
girls' rights to go to school. 

 
In 2013, she was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize, an award given every year to people who 
work to promote world peace. She didn't win, but she was nominated again in March 
2014. In October 2014, Yousafzai received the Nobel Peace Prize, along with Indian children's 
rights activist Kailash Satyarthi. At age 17, she became the youngest person ever to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

 
Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said: “She is (the) pride of Pakistan. She has made her 
countrymen proud. Girls and boys of the world should take the lead from her struggle and 
commitment." 

 
A School And A Movie 

On her 18th birthday in 2015, Yousafzai opened a school for Syrian refugee girls in the Middle 
Eastern country of Lebanon. The school was designed to admit nearly 200 girls between the 
ages of 14 and 18. It expenses are covered by the Malala Fund, which is Yousafzai's nonprofit 
organization. 

 
"Today on my first day as an adult, on behalf of the world's children, I demand of leaders we 
must invest in books instead of bullets," Yousafzai proclaimed. 

 
That day, she also asked her supporters on the Malala Fund website: "Post a photo of yourself 
holding up your favorite book and share why YOU choose #BooksNotBullets - and tell world 
leaders to fund the real weapon for change, education!" Yousafzai wrote: “The shocking truth is 
that world leaders have the money to fully fund primary AND secondary education around the 
world - but they are choosing to spend it on other things. In fact, if the whole world stopped 
spending money on the military for just eight days, we could have the $39 billion still needed to 
provide 12 years of free, quality education to every child on the planet.” 

 
In October 2015, a documentary about Yousafzai's life was released. The movie 
was called "He Named Me Malala." The film gives viewers a look at her private life, her family 
and her commitment to supporting education for girls around the world. 
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Article 3: “The Marathon of Hope” 
Citation: “The Marathon of Hope.” The Terry Fox Foundation, 2018, http://www.terryfox.org/terrys-story/marathon-of-
hope/. 

 
 

Summary 

Evidence How does your evidence relate to the topic of 
perseverance? 

  

  

  



 

 
 
 

The Marathon of Hope 

September 1, 1980 – It was a dull day in Northern Ontario when Terry Fox ran his last miles. 

He had started out strong that morning and felt confident. The road was lined with people 
shouting, “Don’t give up, you can make it!” words that spurred him and lifted his spirits. But 
after 18 miles he started coughing and felt a pain in his chest. 

 
Terry knew how to cope with pain. He’d run through it as he always had before; he’d simply 
keep going until the pain went away. 
For 3,339 miles, from St John’s, Newfoundland, Canada’s eastern most city on the shore of the 
Atlantic, he’d run through six provinces and now was two-thirds of the way home. He’d run 
close to a marathon a day, for 143 days. No mean achievement for an able-bodied runner, an 
extraordinary feat for an amputee. 

 
 

Terry’s left leg was strong and muscular. His right was a mere stump fitted with an artificial limb 
made of fibreglass and steel. He’d lost the leg to cancer when he was 18. 

 
He was 22 now; curly haired, good-looking, sunburned. He was strong, willful and stubborn. His 
run, the Marathon of Hope, as he called it, a quixotic adventure across Canada that defied logic 
and common sense, was his way of repaying a debt. 

 
Terry believed that he had won his fight against cancer, and he wanted to raise money, $1 million 
perhaps, to fight the disease. There was a second, possibly more important purpose to his 
marathon; a man is not less because he has lost a leg, indeed, he may be more. Certainly, he 
showed there were no limits to what an amputee could do. 

 
He changed people’s attitude towards the disabled, and he showed that while cancer had 
claimed his leg, his spirit was unbreakable. His Marathon of Hope had started as an improbable 
dream – two friends, one to drive the van, one to run, a ribbon of highway, and the sturdy belief 
that they could perform a miracle. 

 
He ran through ice storms and summer heat, against bitter winds of such velocity he couldn’t 
move, through fishing villages and Canada’s biggest cities. Though he shunned the notion 
himself, people were calling him a hero. He still saw himself as simple little Terry Fox, from Port 
Coquitlam, British Columbia, average in everything but determination. 

 
But here, 18 miles from Thunder Bay, at the head of Lake Superior, the coughing had stopped, 
but the dull, blunt pain had not. Neither running nor resting could make it go away. He saw the 
people lined up the hill ahead of him. The Ontario Provincial Police cruiser was behind him, red 
lights flashing in the drizzle, and cheers still surrounded him: “You can make it all the way!” 

 
Terry could not ignore what people said to him. He listened. “I started to think about those 
comments. I thought this might be my last mile.” He ran until there were no more people, and 
then he climbed wearily into the van and asked his friend and driver Doug Alward to drive him 
to a hospital. 



 

 
 
 

When Terry won a place on the junior varsity basketball team at Simon Fraser University in 
1976, many were surprised. He was not a gifted player. Others were more talented, though few 
could match him for determination, toughness, and hard work. 

 
 

It had always been that way. When he was in Grade 8, Terry was rated 19 on a team of 19 
players and was on the court for only one minute that first season. That didn’t deter him. Two 
years later he was a starting player. By the time he graduated from high school, he and his 
friend Doug were named athletes of the year. 

 
Aches are common in an athlete’s life, but at the end of his first year of university, there was a 
new, alarming pain in his knee. One morning he woke to find he couldn’t stand. A week later, he 
learned this was no cartilage problem, as he had thought. He had a malignant tumor; his leg 
would be amputated in four days. His doctors told him bluntly, because of recent advances in 
research his chances of survival were 50 to 70 per cent. If he’d become sick two years earlier, his 
chances would have been 15 per cent. 

 
 

The night before his operation, his high school basketball coach, Terri Fleming, brought him a 
running magazine which featured an article about an amputee, Dick Traum, who had run in the 
New York City Marathon. And though his future was never more precarious, Terry dreamed 
that night about running across Canada. “I’m competitive,” Terry said. “I’m a dreamer. I like 
challenges. I don’t give up. When I decided to do it, I knew I was going to go all out. There was 
no in-between.” 

 
The 16 months of follow-up treatment marked Terry irreversibly. He saw suffering as he’d never 
seen it before. He heard doctors telling youngsters in the nearby beds that they had a 15 per cent 
chance of living. He heard screams of pain. He saw strong, young bodies wasted by disease. He 
never forgot what he’d seen and when he left the cancer clinic for the last time, he left with a 
burden of responsibility. He was among the lucky one-third of patients who survived. 

 
 

“I could not leave knowing these faces and feelings would still exist even though I would be set 
free from mine,” he wrote in a letter asking for sponsorship for his run. “Somewhere, the hurting 
must stop… and I was determined to take myself to the limit for those causes. 

 
It was Rick Hansen who invited Terry to get back into sports and join a wheelchair 
basketball team. (Rick and Terry were of the same mold; later Rick, a paraplegic, would push 
his wheelchair around the world, and he never failed to give credit to Terry, the friend who 
inspired him.) 
Terry tackled this new challenge with his usual gusto. He made himself strong pushing his 
wheelchair along the sea wall at Stanley Park in Vancouver. Or he’d find steep mountains and 
push himself up unruly logging roads. He pushed himself until his hands bled. 

 
Two years after his operation, Terry started a running program. The first half miles he ran in the 
dark, so no one could see him. But one of his coaches from junior high, Bob McGill, who had 
since overcome cancer himself, heard the steady one-two thump of Terry’s good leg and the thud 
of his artificial leg, long before he could see his wobbly frame in the darkness. 

 
Terry trained for 15 months, running 3,159 miles, running until his stump was raw and bleeding, 
running every day for 101 days, until he could run 23 miles a day. He took one day off at 
Christmas, only because his mother asked him. Once, just before Christmas, when he had run 
only a half mile, the bottom half of his artificial leg snapped in two pieces, and Terry crashed to 



 

 
 
 

the pavement. He picked up the two parts, tucked them under his arm, stuck out his thumb and 
hitch-hiked home. There, he clamped the two parts together and ran another five miles. 

 
 

When Terry told his mother Betty, he intended to run across Canada, in her no-nonsense way 
she told him he was crazy. He said he was going to run no matter what she thought. Then Betty 
told her husband Rolly, and he, knowing his son so well, simply said, “When?” 

 
When Terry approached the Canadian Cancer Society about his run, its administrators were 
skeptical about his success. They doubted he could raise $1 million and as a test of his sincerity, 
told him to earn some seed money and find some corporate sponsors. They believed they’d never 
hear from him again. 

 
But Terry persevered, earning sponsors and the promise of promotion from the cancer society. 
On April 12, 1980, he dipped his artificial leg in the murky waters of St John’s harbour and set off 
on the greatest adventure of his life. 

 
 

“I loved it,” Terry said. “I enjoyed myself so much and that was what other people couldn’t 
realize. They thought I was going through a nightmare running all day long. “People thought I 
was going through hell. Maybe I was partly, but still I was doing what I wanted and a dream was 
coming true and that, above everything else, made it all worthwhile to me. Even though it was so 
difficult, there was not another thing in the world I would have rather been doing. “I got 
satisfaction out of doing things that were difficult. It was an incredible feeling. The pain was 
there, but the pain didn’t matter. But that’s all a lot of people could see; they couldn’t see the 
good that I was getting out of it myself.” And the people of Canada were latching on to Terry’s 
dream. They wept as he ran by, fists clenched, eyes focussed on the road ahead, his awkward 
double-step and hop sounding down the highway, the set of his jaw, unflinching, without 
compromise. The look of courage. As a woman in Toronto, Canada’s largest city said, “He makes 
you believe in the human race again.” 

 
He’d start before dawn every morning, running in shorts and a T-shirt printed with a map of 
Canada. He wasn’t ashamed of his disability. Children were curious about his artificial leg. 
How did it work? What happens when it breaks? 

 
Donations poured in. Reading of Terry’s goals, Four Seasons’ President, Isadore Sharp, was also 
caught up in the dream of the Marathon of Hope. He pledged $10,000 to the marathon and 
challenged 999 other Canadian corporations to do the same. 

 
If $1 million toward cancer research was within reach, why not $1 from every Canadian; why 
not a goal of $23 million? The money came in many ways. People waited for hours on the 
roadside to watch Terry pass. Sometimes a stranger would press a $100 bill into his hand as he 
ran by. 

 
One day in southern Ontario, they collected $20,000 on the highway. A man in Hamilton sat in a 
vat of banana lemon custard and raised $912 for the Marathon of Hope. In Gravenhurst, the heart 
of Ontario’s cottage country, with a population of 8,000, they raised more than $14,000. 
A musician, apparently without cash, handed Terry his $500 guitar. 

 
Throughout his run and even in the months before, Terry neglected his medical appointments. 
No one could force him to see a doctor for a check-up. He said he didn’t believe the cancer 



 

 
 
 

would come back. Earlier, when he’d missed his appointments for x-rays at the cancer clinic in 
Vancouver he said, “Every time I went down, I was shivering and it wasn’t because I was cold. I 
was afraid.” 

 
 

Doctors in Thunder Bay confirmed that cancer had spread from his legs to his lungs. He phoned 
his parents who caught the first plane to Thunder Bay. Terry was so weak when he tried to walk 
across the street to a car so they could get a bite to eat outside the hospital, he collapsed. “The day 
before I’d run 26 miles and now I couldn’t even walk across the street,” he said. 
Betty wept; Rolly’s mouth was taut and hard as Terry spoke to reporters: “Well, you know, I had 
primary cancer in my knee three and a half years ago, and now the cancer is in my lung and I have 
to go home.” His voice broke as he spoke. He continued softly, “and have some more x- rays or 
maybe an operation that will involve opening up my chest or more drugs. I’ll do everything I can. 
I’m gonna do my very best. I’ll fight. I promise I won’t give up.” 

 
His father, Rolly, was overheard to say, “I think it’s unfair. Very unfair.” 

 
 

“I don’t feel this is unfair,” Terry told him. “That’s the thing about cancer. I’m not the only one. 
It happens all the time, to other people. I’m not special. This just intensifies what I did. It gives it 
more meaning. It’ll inspire more people. I could have sat on my rear end, I could have forgotten 
what I’d seen in the hospital, but I didn’t.” 

 
“How many people do something they really believe in? I just wish people would realize that 
anything’s possible, if you try; dreams are made, if people try. When I started this run, I said 
that if we all gave one dollar, we’d have $22 million for cancer research, and I don’t care man, 
there’s no reason that isn’t possible. No reason. I’d like to see everybody go kind of wild, 
inspired with the fund-raising.” 

 
 

He came home in a private jet. This was not the triumphant homecoming he and so many others 
had imagined. The run didn’t end with Terry dipping his artificial leg in the seawaters off 
Vancouver’s Stanley Park; instead, he was taken by ambulance back to the Royal Columbian 
Hospital. 
He continued to wear his Marathon of Hope T-shirt in hospital and refused the many offers, 
including one from the Toronto Maple Leaf hockey team, to finish his run for him. 

 
In less than 48 hours the CTV television network arranged a special telethon and by the end had 
raised more than $10 million – $1 million from the provincial government of British Columbia, 
another $1 million from the province of Ontario and substantial cheques from corporations. 
Most, however, came from private donations. 

 
 

Isadore Sharp had sent a telegram which Terry pinned to his hospital bed. He said that Terry’s 
marathon was just the beginning and that a fundraising run would be held in his name every 
year to continue his fight against cancer. 
“You started it. We will not rest until your dream to find a cure for cancer is realized.” 

 
For the next 10 months, Terry battled the disease. Some days the pain was nightmarish; some 
days, he felt well enough to go out with Rick Hansen and his friends. 

 
 

As he fought for his life, he was honoured with awards: He was the youngest Companion of the 
Order of Canada, the nation’s top civilian honour; he was named Newsmaker of the Year by the 



 

 
 
 

Canadian Press; he won the Lou Marsh trophy for outstanding athletic achievement; his portrait was 
hung in the Sports Hall of Fame and letters of encouragement came from around the 
world; and, most importantly, donations to his Marathon of Hope reached $23.4 million. The Guinness 
Book of Records named him top fundraiser. A mountain was named after him in British Columbia. 

Terry died, his family beside him, June 28, 1981 – one month short of his twenty-third birthday. There 

was nation-wide mourning. Flags were flown at half-mast. But people didn’t forget him 
and his story didn’t end with his death. The first Terry Fox Run was held that September – more than 
300,000 people walked or ran or cycled in his memory and raised $3.5 million. 

 
Terry’s mother Betty says there would be no Terry Fox Run if not for Isadore Sharp. And Mr Sharp, who 
has known the loss of a son to cancer, believes one day a brilliant young researcher, perhaps one funded 
by a Terry Fox grant, will find a cure for the disease. 

 
 

“Terry did not lose his fight,” Mr Sharp says. “Perhaps he finished all he had to do. Terry is like a meteor 
passing in the sky, one whose light travels beyond our view, yet still shines in the darkest night.” 

 


